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The following chapter notes have been designed and compiled for use by Primary and Secondary school teachers from the UK QCA Assessment Focuses. 
Chapter notes have been structured in two strands:
· areas for discussion – questions for discussion based around key chapter points.
· other cross-curricular opportunities – Core and Foundation subject activities.
Suggested website addresses are included where necessary.

NB: Every effort has been made to ensure the suitability of websites included within this document, however it is recommended that any websites intended for use by children are checked by an adult prior to use. Please refer to your school internet policy.

QCA assessment focuses for reading:
Opportunities for group and class discussion exploring themes, characterisation and plot linked to UK QCA assessment focuses:

Focus 2

Assessment focus 2: to understand, describe, select or retrieve information from text in quotations and use.

Focus 3

To deduct, infer or interpret information, events and ideas from text.

Focus 4

To identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level.

Focus 5

To explain and comment on the writers use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level.

Focus 6

To identify and comment on the writer’s purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader.

Focus 7

To relate text to social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions.

www.qca.org.uk
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Synopsis: Dragons in the Sky                                                                   David Jowsey
Told through the eyes of ten year old Tom Richards, Dragons in the Sky weaves together the crash of a mysterious object at Roswell in 1947 with a strange shadowy figure, and the rich local history of the Cleveland Hills. The resulting tale leads the reader on a journey of discovery, culminating in shattering revelations about the future of the human race.

In the midst of a blisteringly hot summer holiday, Tom Richards finds his world suddenly turned upside down as an incoherent figure stumbles into his garden. Recognising his old school friend instantly, Tom’s father realises that something is very wrong. But as he tries to unravel the events surrounding Danny’s appearance he realises that the very thing which once broke their friendship may be the only thing which will heal it once again. 

As the story of their youth unfolds, Tom’s family are forced into an experience none of them could have imagined. Visited by strange beings and terrified beyond their worst nightmares the family struggle to come to terms with the visions they have witnessed. However when Danny reveals his childhood abductions have started once again, his last leaving him with knowledge of why the earth is being visited by beings from other worlds, the reason for the alien visitation becomes clear: they wish to relieve Danny of knowledge he has inadvertently come to possess.

Sometime later, both men return from a walk on the Cleveland hills. Stripped of all memories concerning Danny’s abductions - as well as their encounter the previous evening - they happily go their separate ways, but the arrival of a tape recording reveals the two men had secretly recorded a conversation the previous night. As the family listen they are drawn into events they could not wish to know, and the startling revelation that earth had originally been seeded by a single race from its own DNA is finally revealed. 

For Tom, the events of the past few days have had a profound effect. With a growing desire to explore and understand exactly what has happened he delves deeper, and begins to discover more than he had ever thought possible.

While coming to terms with his findings Tom tries desperately to remind his family of their terrifying encounter the previous evening, but it becomes clear that only he has any recollection of events. Later that night he is even more startled when his dreams are visited by a presence which informs him that something of importance is set to happen, something in which Tom has an important part to play.

Back cover blurb

The secret of the human race is about to be revealed

Dragons in the Sky

David Jowsey

Told through the eyes of ten year old Tom Richards, Dragons in the Sky weaves together the crash of a mysterious object at Roswell in 1947 with a strange shadowy figure, and the rich local history of the Cleveland Hills. 

On a blisteringly hot summer holiday, Tom’s world is turned upside down as an incoherent figure stumbles into his garden. He is Danny, a long-lost childhood friend of Tom’s father. When Danny begins revealing the story of his youth, Tom’s family is forced into an experience none of them could have imagined. Visited by strange beings and terrified beyond their worst nightmares, the family struggles to come to terms with the visions they have witnessed. 

Strange events start to unfold and Tom will realize he has a very important role to play. 

David Jowsey was born and raised in Middlesbrough, England. He trained as a primary school teacher at Bretton Hall College where he studied Visual Arts, and is currently a teacher at Ravensworth Junior School. This is his first novel. 

                                           


ISBN: 1-934087-43-2








978-1-934087-43-5

www.kedziepress.com 

www.davidjowsey.com
www.dragonsinthesky.com
Chapter 1: areas for discussion

· What effect does paragraph 1 have on the reader and what questions does it raise in the readers mind?

· How does the author create a scene of normality in the first chapter?

· How do you identify with the main character?

· What atmosphere does the setting create, and how does it affect the reader?

· Highlight the author’s use of figurative language to create atmosphere and mood.         How could that language help you in your descriptive writing?

· How does the author’s use of sentence structure impact on the reader, 

      i.e. in chapter 1, ‘The horizon shimmered and distorted and the landscape melted  

      and reformed the way faces quickly grow and change in the flames of an open   

      fire.’
      What could you compare this to and how does this relate to the rest of the   

      paragraph?

· What effect does the line ‘Then all was still’ have on the reader?

Other cross-curricular opportunities

Descriptive writing
· Describe a season in narrative writing or poetry, based on your personal experiences.

      Think about heat and cold, light and shadow and the mood this can create.

Geography
· Study local maps. Use keys and grid references to locate places of interest and plan routes.

· Develop a research project for an area with historical significance.

· Make observational drawings from photographs and images of Captain Cook’s Monument, Eston Nab and Roseberry Topping. 

· When were these landmarks formed and what are they composed of?

· Create a 3D model of one of the landmarks.

Recommended websites:

http://www.herriotcountry.com/content/towns/g_ayton.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roseberry_Topping
http://www.teesarchaeology.com/projects/eston_hills/index.html
Chapter 2: areas for discussion

· Discuss Mum’s relationship with Abi and Tom. 

· ‘Tom groaned inwardly.’ What does this paragraph tell you about Tom and his mood?

· Why is Mum’s statement, ‘children should be allowed to play, and play often involves muck. It’s healthy. How can you play while you’re constantly thinking about keeping clean?’ in italics?

· What does this statement tell us about Mum, and why do you think Gran never  

      agreed?

· What do you think the sound at the end of chapter 1 is?

· How does the author intensify this sound? 

      What vocabulary does he use and what does he compare it to?

· By comparison, at the end of chapter 2 why does Tom think the sound is more than just nothing?

· What is the impact of the short, sharp sentences and repetition of ‘so’?

· What impact does the introduction of this strange noise have against the backdrop of familiarity?

Other cross-curricular opportunities

Science/PSHEC
· Personal hygiene and keeping safe.

Drama
· Body language and eye contact: Why is it important to identify the feelings of others through non-verbal communication?

· Write or act out a scene between Gran and Mum or Dad over the state of Tom and Abi.

      What would be said? 

      How might they react?

      How can humour be injected into the scene?

Chapter 3: areas for discussion

· Discuss Mum and Abi’s relationship in chapter 3.

· Why is ‘Thunk! Click!’ in italics, and repeated? 

      What effect does this have on the reader?

· How is Mr Lampard introduced and what makes his introduction unusual?

· Look at the language the author uses to describe Mr Lampard. 

      What impression does it give of Mr Lampard and what are your first impressions  

      of the character?

· In paragraph 6 Mr Lampard was gone. Refer back to how he was introduced and discuss.

· How does ‘with his chest aching and fit to burst’ give the reader an insight into how Tom feels about Mr Lampard?

      Do you think Tom is afraid of Mr Lampard and what evidence can you find to   

      show this?

· Tom sees Abi and Mr Lampard, but the narrator tells us it wasn’t Mr Lampard. What explanation can you give for this?

· Who is the author referring to in the paragraph beginning ‘The dream-like figure…’ 

· Why is ‘You will understand’ in italics, and what do you think it is that Tom needs to understand?

      How is this contrasted in the next section of the chapter when Mr Lampard 

      approaches Tom on the library steps?

· Why is it strange that Tom should take Mr Lampard’s suggestion to go for an ice cream when he is in fact afraid of him?

· How does the author change the mood and atmosphere in the next section to create a sense of peace and tranquillity? Give some examples of the descriptive language used.

· How does the author’s viewpoint and perspective change in comparison to the library scene?

· Why do Tom and Abi smile sheepishly as they approach Mum? 

      What do you think of Mum’s reaction?

· How does the author lull the reader into a sense of familiarity and security before the introduction of ‘the figure’ who staggered through the gate?

· Why is he referred to as a ‘figure’? What perception do you have of this character?

· Why, without explanation, does the author conclude the chapter with the words ‘The man was burning – he was on fire.’ Are we to take this literally?
Other cross-curricular opportunities
· Write a character sketch of Mr Lampard

· Write about Tom’s perception of Mr Lampard.

· What previously happened between Tom and Mr Lampard to cause Tom to be so terrified of him?

Chapter 4: areas for discussion

· Why is chapter 4 written in italics?

· Is this chapter part of the same narrative as the previous chapters?

· Who is ‘He’ that is referred to throughout the chapter, and what is he describing?

· In chapter 4 the character refers to what he sees as his ‘own private hell.’          Why does the author use this phrase?

· Why does the author use the senses to describe this section of the story?

      What picture does this create in your mind as the reader?

· What figurative language does the author use to create the vision?

      How could this be translated into a visual form?

· ‘The eyes are the window to the soul.’ What do you think means?

· Discuss the visitor. Why is he so scared and what do you think has happened to him?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
· Paint ‘the vision,’ using a limited palette of three colours: black, white, purple.

Chapter 5: areas for discussion
· How does chapter 5 introduce us back to the original narrative?

· What effect does the first sentence have on the reader?

· In chapter 5 the author states ‘The look of panic gave way to one of terror.’    What do you think the figure is so afraid of?

· Although Mum was afraid herself, what role does she take on with regard to the stranger?

· Why do all three characters react in a caring way towards the stranger?

· At the end of the chapter Mum sees a look in the stranger’s eyes which makes her shudder. Explain Mum’s reaction.

· Write an additional chapter focusing on Tom’s/Abi’s thoughts/emotions/actions as they fetch cold towels. 

      What would they think and say to each other?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
· First Aid instruction: organise a visit from a nurse or doctor

· Find out why the temperature of the human body needs to be maintained.

      What would happen if the temperature were raised?

· Develop a plan of action to help somebody who was overheating.

· When the body becomes too cold it is known as hypothermia. This is potentially fatal. Find out as much as you can about it.

· Develop a plan of action to help someone who is suffering from hypothermia.

Chapter 6: areas for discussion
· What effect does the use of onomatopoeia have in the first paragraph?

· Why is the new character described as a figure?

· What do you think Dad saw in Danny Forbes’s eyes after the initial recognition, and why was he frightened by this?

· Dad and Danny fell out over ‘something stupid.’ What do you think this may have been about? Could you relate it to your own school experiences?
· Why was Danny so desperate not to go to hospital?

· Why is the word ‘something’ repeated, and what could that something be?

· The paragraph which begins ‘A true friend would have stuck by and helped when it was needed’ caused Dad to feel guilty. Why was this?

What happened to break the friendship between Danny and Dad?

· Write about/act out the events or conversation.

· Write about/act out a time when you made a wrong decision.

      What happened? What was the outcome? What were the consequences?

      How did it make you feel? Did you regret it? Could there have been an alternative   

      way out of the situation?

· Discuss how peer pressure influenced your decisions and/or actions.

Chapter 7: areas for discussion
· In chapter 7 discuss the author’s use of long descriptive sentences and extended noun phrases set in the context of north east England.

      What picture does it create in the reader’s mind?

· In the penultimate paragraph, the author writes ‘With much sorrow the mineshafts were sealed and the railways dismantled, but the rivers and springs continued to run as red as rust, a reminder of what once was.’ 

      What does the simile ‘continue to run as red as dust’ mean? 

· Why, in the final sentence, is this the perfect place to hide?

· Why has the author used this sentence at the end of the chapter?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Historical research
Research the Eston Ironstone Mines. 

The DVD ‘A Century in Stone’ by Craig Hornby will be a valuable resource.
Refer to the following website for information to help you.

Questions to help you:

· What did they mine?

· What was the product used for?

· Where did it go to by train?

· How far did the mines extend?

· How were the mines constructed?

· What were conditions like inside the mine?

· Who were Bolckow and Vaughan?

· How did the mines change the local area?

· Are there any reminders of the Ironstone industry still around? ie; place names, artefacts, etc…

Creative writing
· A day in the life of a miner.

Recommended websites:

A Century in Stone - www.pancrack.tv
Chapter 8: areas for discussion
· How does having a contrast between the atmosphere inside and outside the house create tension?

· Abi says ‘I don’t like him. He scares me.’ Tom didn’t answer. Why?

· Up to now Abi has been a very predictable character, but how is her behaviour starting to cause concern? 

      Why is she whispering and who do you think she is talking to? 

      Why does Tom feel unsettled by Abi’s behaviour? 

· Why does the author use the expression ‘he felt like some kind of specimen under a microscope’?

· What do you think may have happened between Dad and Danny a long time ago that Dad would not discuss? 

· Why did it make Mum’s insides churn when Dad wouldn’t discuss the matter?      Pick out some of the words Mum uses to show she is not happy with the situation.

· What kind of advice do you think Pete’s Dad had given him in the past, and why do you think he regrets not acting on it?

· What was the ‘blast of recognition’ when Dad realised Danny’s watch was exactly one hour slow?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
· Think of advice you have been given by another adult: has it been good or bad advice?

· Do adults always know best?

· Interview an adult family member about their life. Do they believe they were given good advice by their parents?

      Explain their views, supported by evidence.

· Consider all the evidence in the story so far and construct an argument for whether or not to help Danny.

Chapter 9: areas for discussion
· What or who is Searcher? 

      Is it mechanical? Human? Organic?

· The author refers to ‘Mother.’ What or who is ‘Mother?’

· Give the key words or phrases within this chapter that provide you with evidence for your decision.

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Art/DT/ICT

· Create your own searcher in its surrounding environment using evidence from the text and your own imagination.
Chapter 10: areas for discussion
· The author starts chapter 10 with ‘The illuminated red figures of the digital clock cast an eerie glow across the room.’ Why did he write this sentence? 

· How does the author create the sense of time passing alongside Danny’s increasing sense of foreboding?

· Why has the author laid the page out in the way he has?

· The author describes Tom’s difficulty in sleeping. He sandwiches this between a description of Danny’s growing sense of discomfort and the disturbing visions in his head. What is the significance of this short paragraph, and why is it positioned as it is within the chapter?

· The author uses a series of short italic phrases to describe the visions Danny is witnessing. Why does the Author present them in such a way, and what effect do the questions Danny is asking himself have on the reader?

· The chapter ends with the words ‘The world went dark and in his slide he felt hands restraining him, gripping him firmly. He couldn’t move.’ Is this a physical description of what is happening to Danny or is it something he remembers from the past?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Drama

· Act out Danny’s dream whilst a narrator describes the vision Danny is seeing in his head. This could lead to opportunities for descriptive poetry.

Chapter 11: areas for discussion
· The author describes Mum using the words ‘As she wafted past, her white dressing gown flowed open from the hastily tied belt around her waist and Tom was struck by how pale her legs looked against the darkness.’ How does this description of Mum compare to the character portrait we have at the beginning of the story?

· What kind of relationship did Danny and Dad have as children? 

      Provide evidence to support your view.

· Why does Dad feel so guilty over not being there for Danny in the past?

· How does the discussion between Mam, Dad and Danny break the tension of the past few hours, and how does that change with the sentence ‘Believe me, it’s all changed’?
· Why is Danny speaking slowly, quietly and carefully when he explains that the two of them fell out over ‘life’?
· What could possibly have happened that was so bad for Dad to give out a clear message ‘don’t ask me. Just don’t ask me!’ and for the hairs on the back of Mum’s neck to stand up?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
· Compile a list of activities you enjoy doing with your friends. 

      List them in the following way:

	
	inside activity
	outside activity

	you
	 computer games
	riding a bicycle

	parent


	
	

	grandparent


	
	


· Discuss with a parent and a grandparent, or older member of your family, the activities and games they played when they were young.

· Choose one activity or game you are unfamiliar with and learn how to play it.

· Write a set of instructions for this game or activity

Chapter 12: areas for discussion

· Using appropriate software create a slide, or series of slides, which depict Searcher finding its way towards the curtained window during the introductory section of Chapter 12.

· Although Mum was not cold, why did she shiver? 

      Discuss the use of figurative language, eg; ‘like a rock in her stomach’

· Study the paragraph which begins ‘The pocket of Danny’s trousers…’ discuss the figurative language used and the effect it has on the reader.

· The remainder of the chapter is interspersed with two very short sentences; ‘And then silence.’ ‘Nobody moved.’ Discuss the use of these short sentences.
Chapter 13: areas for discussion
· What is the approximate time span of chapter 13?

· What effect does having the countdown in seconds have on the pace and tension within the chapter?

· Pick out the adverbs which help to create the sense of panic in chapter 13.

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Report Writing/Journalistic Writing:

· Consider the five W’s; where, what, when, why and who.

      Questions to think about: 

· What is the International Space Station?
· When was it first put into orbit?
· When is it planned to be complete?
· Which countries are involved in its construction?
· Which disaster put construction on hold for over two years?

Recommended websites:

www.spaceflight.nasa.gov/station
Chapter 14: areas for discussion
· After the introduction of Searcher in chapter 9, what is your perception of this new ‘character’ and what part do you think it will play in the development of the story?

· Discuss the name ‘Searcher.’

· Is Searcher controlling itself or is it being controlled? 

· If you think it is being controlled, by whom?

· Was Searcher’s visit to the Richards’s house random, or was it directed towards a particular character within the house?

· What do you think its mission or intensions are?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Sound:
· How do we hear?

· Do all mammals hear the same sounds? 

· Which animals can hear lower/higher sounds than humans?

· Does sound travel faster in a solid, liquid or gas?

· How far does whale song travel underwater?
· What is vibration?

· How do vibrations travel?

· How is vibration felt?

· How fast does sound travel?

· How do we measure the volume of a sound?
Light:
· How does the body respond to light and sound?

· What happens when you look at a bright light?

· What happens when you move from a bright environment to somewhere dark, and vice versa?

There are many methods to explore vibration.

Here are three sample experiments:

Experiment #1:
You will need:

· a jam jar

· cling film

· an elastic band

· grains of rice

Cover the top of the jam jar in cling film, secure with an elastic band and sprinkle with rice.

Make a range of sounds, increasing in volume.

Watch how the rice begins to bounce. Can you explain why this happens?
Experiment #2:
You will need:

· a metal coat hanger

· two 30cm lengths of string

· a metal spoon

Turn the coat hanger upside down and tie a length of string to each of the corners.

Wrap about half of the string around each index finger.

Allow the coat hanger to hang freely and listen to the sound as your partner taps it with the metal spoon.

Put an index finger in each ear and listen to the sound as your partner taps it again.

Change places and repeat the experiment.

Can you explain why are the two sounds are different?

Experiment #3:
NB: This experiment involves the use of matches and a candle. You will need an adult to light the candle for you.
You will need:
· a long cardboard tube

· two circles of plastic (larger than the opening at the end of the tube)

· two elastic bands

· sticky tape

· a pencil

· a candle

· plasticene

· matches 

· adult help

Cover each end of the tube with a plastic circle and secure with an elastic band and sticky tape.
Pierce a hole in the plastic at ONE end.
Press the candle into the plasticene.

Ask and adult to light the candle.

Hold the air gun near to the candle and point the hole at the flame. Tap the other plastic end and watch what happens to the flame.

Can you explain what happens to the flame?

Chapter 15: areas for discussion

· Chapter 15 takes us out of the Richards’s household and places us where?

      Discuss this change in viewpoint.

· What do you think is happening in this chapter and what is its relevance to the story so far?

· Who is the figure squinting against the glare and what is that figure looking at in the final paragraph?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Art: Light and Shadow
· Make a study of solid objects and the shadows they cast.

· Use a range of graded pencils and shading techniques to hatch and cross hatch.

· What happens if you hatch and cross hatch shadows in different grades of pencil?

· What happens if you change the direction of the light source, but keep the position of the object constant?

· What happens if you increase the brightness of the light source?

· Use the above skills to create your own impression of the figures introduced in chapter 15.

Chapter 16: areas for discussion

· Why did Mum back away from the window so quickly at the beginning of    chapter 16?

· The voice in paragraph two is described as ‘almost infant-like.’ 

      What does this effect have on the reader’s emotional response?

· How is this then contrasted with the sense of calm the author is trying to create in the following paragraphs?

· The paragraph which begins ‘His home was dwarfed by the shape overhead’ refers to which character?

· Is the shape described as being inside or outside his home? Give evidence to support your views.

· What do you think this shape represents?

· In the third paragraph from the end of chapter 16, Danny ‘tapped his head with his index finger’ and stated he had ‘knowledge.’ What do you think he meant by this statement, and what do you think this secret might be?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Science: Fight or Flight
· Fight or flight is an emotional response where the body reacts to danger.

      Find out as much as you can about the fight or flight response.

      Consider this in relation to Mum.

Science: Flight
· A wing is a special shape which allows an airplane to fly.

      Find out how a wing works.

Art:
· Illustrate the scene where the shape hovers above the Old Vicarage.

      Can you create a sense of blinding light against the darkness?

      Choose your materials carefully and limit your palette to only three colours.
Chapter 17: areas for discussion

· Chapter 17 begins ‘The room was in total disarray and so were Dad’s thoughts.’ Discuss what this means.

· Focusing on the word ‘dust’, what kind of atmosphere is the author trying to create in this chapter?

· In the paragraph which begins ‘Conversation was short,’ why do you think Abi was silent, and where were her thoughts?

· Discuss Abi’s relationship with other family members in this chapter.

· What is the significance of the Roswell story introduced in this chapter?

· It is suggested that the Government played a part in this event. In which way is their involvement indicated?

· At the end of the chapter Danny again refers to knowing a secret. Why could his knowledge of this secret be causing problems?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Report writing:

· Research the reported shapes of UFOs and their ability to fly at incredible speeds.

· Make detailed drawings and collect images to support your report writing.

· Write a report on the Rendlesham Forest UFO Incident

PSHEC:

· Do you consider it important to have street credibility? 

· What do you consider to be important about the way you appear to others? Discuss.

Recommended websites:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rendlesham_Forest
Follow links to other information within this site.

http://ufos.about.com/od/ufocrashes/p/rendlesham.htm
Chapter 18: areas for discussion

· How does Danny show loyalty to his friend regarding the secret he has?

· Why has the author made reference to the term ‘Foo Fighters’ for his teenage audience?

· Why will Danny’s decision to get close to the hills change the present situation?

· Why is Danny reluctant for his friend to accompany him, and why does Pete feel compelled to go?

Chapter 19: areas for discussion

· How is the enormity of Danny’s secret portrayed in this short chapter?

· Why does Dad look startled and frightened?

· Dad rummaged around in the drawer. What might he be looking for?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
· How have aliens been portrayed in the movies and on television?

      Make a collection of images.

· From research, identify the recurring features of aliens and UFO encounters.
Chapter 20: areas for discussion

· The previous night’s events are contrasted with the familiar setting of everyday life. List the familiar features and discuss them in relation to Tom’s present state of mind.

· How are the remembered fragments from the previous evening’s conversation between Danny and Dad important to Tom at this stage of the story?

· Tom is told he ‘will understand.’ Who tells him this?

· What is Dad checking for in his pocket during the car journey with Tom?

· Relate this back to your predictions regarding what Dad was searching for in the previous chapter. Is there a link?

· Why does Dad only give Abi a half truth in response to her question ‘Where are you going?’ 

· The final sentence shows a deeper understanding between father and son. Discuss.

Other cross-curricular opportunities
· Many people who claim to have had been abducted by aliens state they have afterwards been visited by tall beings in dark suits.

      These figures are known as Men In Black. Find out what you can about them.

Recommended websites:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Men_in_Black
Chapter 21: areas for discussion

· How has Tom’s relationship with Abi developed from the beginning of this story?

Give evidence of sentences and/or phrases to support your thinking.

· Why does the first part of this chapter finish with ‘When a heavy hand landed on his shoulder…’? 

· Compare this to how Mr Lampard was introduced in chapter 3.

· Why does the author introduce Mr Lampard in this manner?

· Why does the author switch from Tom in the library to Danny and Dad on the hills, before returning to the library at the end of the chapter? What effect is he trying to create for the reader?

· Does Tom have a growing awareness that Mr Lampard may not be as sinister as he first thought? 

· What does this tell you about your own perception of people and their outward appearance?
Other cross-curricular opportunities
History: Captain Cook
· Research and make notes about Captain James Cook.

      Some questions to think about:

      Where and when was James Cook born?

      Where did he live?

      Where did his travels take him and where did he die?

      What are the events surrounding his death?

· Use these notes to write a biography of James Cook’s life.

Recommended websites:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Cook
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/cook_james.shtml
http://www.captaincook.org.uk/
http://www.captcook-ne.co.uk/ccne/cookne/whitby.htm
http://www.captcook-ne.co.uk/
Chapter 22: areas for discussion

· Chapter 22 focuses on the mother-daughter relationship of Mum and Abi and is set against the green hillside of Roseberry Topping. 

      What figurative language, vocabulary and sentence structure does the author use   

      to create the growing sense of unease?
Chapter 23: areas for discussion

· Following on from chapter 21, how has the relationship between Mr Lampard and Tom developed?

· Why doesn’t Mr Lampard react in the way Tom expects him to in relation to UFOs, and why do you think Mr Lampard is so keen to help Tom?

· Do you think Mr Lampard knows more about the Roswell Conspiracy than he tells Tom? If so, why?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Research: The Roswell Incident

· The Roswell incident is well known as a conspiracy theory. Find out as much as you can about it.

Recommended websites:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roswell_UFO_incident
Follow links to other information within this site.

http://www.ufoevidence.org
Chapter 24: areas for discussion

· Chapter 24 again begins with a familiar setting, using a popular song to create a sense of security. Why is this?

· How is this sense of normality disrupted in the first part of the chapter?

· Why is the question ‘Why are the times exactly one hour slow?’ written in italics at the end of the first section this chapter?

· The next section of this chapter switches focus back to Tom. 

      Why is the question ‘A conspiracy is something secret?’ in italics?

· The beginning of the first three sections of Chapter 24 all depict scenes of calm and familiarity. Against this sense of well-being, how does the author create tension?
Other cross-curricular opportunities
Character study: Marc Bolan

· Who was Marc Bolan? 

· Where and when did he live? 

· How did he dress and how was this a reflection of the times?

· What were the events surrounding his tragic death?

· Research the music and news of the 1970s

Chapter 25: areas for discussion

· Why is the author keen to use chapter 25 as a complete contrast to the previous evening’s events?
· How does this chapter move the narrative on?

Chapter 26: areas for discussion

· Describe the figurative language used by the author to describe the beautiful Saturday morning.

· The scene is shattered by the intrusion of a voice inside Danny’s head. Where is the voice coming from and who is the figure which Tom sees from his window?

· What is strange about the post Dad receives on that Saturday morning?

      How does it relate to your predictions made in Chapter 20 regarding what Dad
      was searching for during the car journey?

· Tom is confused over his parents’ behaviour. Imagine he has telephoned or come to visit you. 

      What would he say? 

      What would you say?

Chapter 27: areas for discussion

· When Dad opens the parcel and finds a micro cassette why does he not recall any related events?

· How do you think Dad’s reply makes Tom feel?

· The voice on the Dictaphone is Danny’s. What do you think he might be saying?
Chapter 28: areas for discussion

· Although Dad doesn’t remember any of the discussion recorded on the tape, why is he so serious and so adamant that it is not a joke?

· Summarise the key points which Danny reveals in no more than six sentences or six bullet points.

· Considering all the evidence you have read so far, what is the significance of the missing time referred to throughout the previous chapters, and how might this relate to Dad’s reaction on receiving the tape?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Science report:

· Science tells us the universe was created by the Big Bang.

      Research this event and write a report of no more than 200 words.

Chapter 29: areas for discussion

· As Danny continues his explanation he tells Dad, ‘They came back and they took me.’ The narrator says ‘It was possible to hear Danny shudder, even over the tape.’ What does this mean and why does the author use this sentence?
· Danny states ‘They took me three times in the months between by sixteenth and seventeenth birthdays.’ Does this suggest some evidence as to why Dad and Danny may have fallen out? 
      How do you think these revelations are starting to make Dad feel?
· Later in the chapter Danny states that ‘Time passed – I really don’t know how long – but I became aware of lights darting around me.’ What impact do these revelations have on Tom?
· How is the author pulling all the strands of the narrative together?
Other cross-curricular opportunities
Creative writing/poetry:
· Imagine you have been taken aboard an alien spacecraft.

      What do you see?

      What sounds do you hear?

      What does it feel like?

      Describe your experiences and illustrate your writing.

Chapter 30: areas for discussion

· At the beginning of the chapter Mum asks Dad if he wants to hear the rest of the tape. Why does Dad say ‘I’ve got to?’

· Why is Tom so angry when Mum suggests that he shouldn’t listen to any more of the recording?

· Why is Tom so frustrated that Mum and Dad don’t remember their previous encounter with the Greys? 
· How do we know that Mum relents?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Art:

· Research images of the ‘Greys’ and make a painting depicting one or more of them.

Chapter 31: areas for discussion

· Summarise in your own words the key points that Danny relates in the final part of the tape.

· In relation to Dad’s comment, ‘I thought life was everywhere in the universe,’ Danny finishes the chapter by stating that ‘It is, but not in the way you think.’ Predict what you think he means.

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Recount writing:

· Research a UFO encounter and write a recount.

Recommended websites:

www.ufocasebook.com
Chapter 32: areas for discussion

· Dad says ‘This is like science fiction.’ How is chapter 32 a combination of scientific theory and fiction woven together?

· Does this make the writing more acceptable or believable for the reader? 

      Give your opinion.

· Why is Dad so shocked at the end of the chapter?

· Why is chapter 32 left on a cliff-hanger?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Character study:

· Who was Albert Einstein and which scientific theory is he famous for?

· What is his famous equation?

Chapter 33: areas for discussion

· Whose is the warm and familiar voice in chapter 33 and why does Tom suggest it may be Mr Lampard?

· Are Tom’s questions fully answered?

· Why does Tom feel ‘a sense of familiarity entwined with something unknown’?

· What does the voice inform Tom his place and responsibility will be?

· How does Tom react to this?

· Why do you think the voice finally goes silent?

· At the end of chapter 33 Mr Lampard informs Tom that he will find ‘it.’

      What do you think ‘it’ is?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Creative writing:

· Write an additional chapter where Tom finds ‘it’.

Chapter 34: areas for discussion

· From that moment on, why did Tom know his life was going to be different?

· Evaluate the ending to the story.

· Pick out any events you would like to see explained further, or do you think further explanation would have spoilt the way the book concludes?

· What do you think is going to happen to Tom?

· In what way do you think Tom’s life is going to change?

Other cross-curricular opportunities
Creative writing:

· Write the story of Tom’s life after the events of Dragons in the Sky.

Chapter 35: areas for discussion

· Considering the evidence revealed by Danny in previous chapters, what does the author mean by ‘First creation?’

· What does the sentence ‘In their youth they were inquisitive, impetuous even, the universe their playground’ tell you about the young An’Tsari?
· The author states ‘But as the eons passed and they matured they saw the desolate nature of everything with new eyes. And they longed for contact with another.’  After reading this, and the remainder of the chapter, do you hold the same impression of the An’Tsari as you did previously? 
      Has your opinion changed? If so, why? 
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Science


Light – how the eyes react to sudden light and darkness - moving from a bright environment to the dark and vice versa.


Sound - the ear, sensitivity and sound frequency in humans and animals.


Fight or flight - the emotional state, why it happens and how the body reacts.


Forces – pushes and pulls, flight, how the wings works – construct a flying wing, balance and the senses, rockets and thrust


The solar system - space, the planets, the speed of light.


First Aid and looking after the body.





Local History


Captain Cook - where/when he was born, why he was famous, his discoveries and his death. 


his voyages and links with the local area


Why there were mines on the Eston hills, what they mined, where it was transported to and what it was used for.


What life was like before the mines and how they changed the local area  


       (DVD/video - A Century in Stone by Craig Hornby)


Who founded the mines? Who were Bolckow and Vaughan? When were the mines found and how?


Local historian – Spencer Hardwick and Albert Park, Middlesbrough                   


The extent of the mines, their depth, construction and the industry surrounding them, including what remains on the hillside today.


The life of a miner, his age, working hours and the dangers, ie; fatalities from blasting and cave ins, stories of life inside the mines and accounts of the routine of life in a mining community. 





PSHEC/Drama


Friendships and relationships – helping and supporting one another. 


Making the right decision.


Circle time, drama, rewriting the past – how could things be different? 


Reviewing the conversation that broke the friendship, then rewrite/present with a different outcome


How important is street cred? How does it affect decisions? How much are we affected by what other people think?








    ICT


Word processing 


Power Point


Animation


Video reports


Movie Maker


Art/design


Map work








Dragons in the Sky - cross-curricular links





Geography/Geology


Map skills – grid references, compass direction, distance.


       Practical map skills - walk the route, orienteering. 


Locate Captain Cooks Monument, Roseberry Topping,  


       Eston Nab, Stokesley and trace routes on OS maps   


Places of historical interest – Bronze Age settlement of Eston Nab, place names and other historical sites. 


Surrounding land types ie; farming, woodland, wetland, swamp, what are they used for, types of livestock, crops, etc. 


Draw cross section of hillside from OS maps, create 3D models using card layers, modelling materials, etc.


Study land forms and develop understanding of why/how/when the hills were formed





Literacy/ICT


Taking the place of any character from the story - write an additional scene focusing on their thoughts, emotions and actions, ie; when Tom and Abi rush upstairs to find wet towels, when the house is vibrating, 


       feelings about Danny, their confusion, etc.


Mums point of view – the discussion between her and Dad, her confusion


Creative/emotional writing – the life of a miner, life inside the mines, how the wives felt knowing the danger of mining, when a mine shaft collapsed or when they knew there had been an accident.


Research projects: the ironstone mines, history of the area, Roswell, Rendlesham Forest, Belgian UFO incident. Project Blue Book, sightings, encounters, etc.


How are UFOs and aliens (‘Greys’) often depicted? What are the recurring features of UFO incidents? 


The ‘Men In Black’ (Mr Lampard) and how they are often portrayed


Write newspaper reports of UFO encounters


Labelled diagrams of UFOs – see UFO encounter accounts.








Art/DT


Depicting dioramas/scenes from the book –


       create atmosphere and tension by use of colour/tone, ie; in    


       the woods,  a sunny day, bright sunlight, silhouettes against   


       a blinding light.


The alien ship hovering over house – what could it look like? How UFOs are represented in the media, movies,  books, etc. 


       








Dragons in the Sky is an amazing adventure set against the most vivid backdrop of the moors. Atmospheric, frightening and yet most thrilling – 


a book that must be read.


GP Taylor – International best-selling author of Shadowmancer 


and The Curse of Salamander Street
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Told through the eyes of ten year old Tom Richards, Dragons in the Sky weaves together the crash of a mysterious object at Roswell in 1947 with a strange shadowy figure, and the rich local history of the Cleveland Hills. 








Dragons


in the Sky





by David Jowsey





Written and illustrated by teacher-author David Jowsey.
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The secret of the human race is about to be revealed!
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On sale December 2006


For more information or to pre-order your copy,


visit the Kedzie Press International website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.kedziepress.com 


visit: www.davidjowsey.com   and   www.dragonsinthesky.com
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